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URLA is a not for profit organization who's activities are primarily funded by the annual fees paid by it's
members. By joining URLA, your fee is used to support activities such as water quality testing, shoreline
assessments, and public awareness programs. All of these activities are focused upon understanding and
improving the Upper Rideau Lake eco-system.

Township of Rideau Lakes Municipal Elections
During the eight day period from 15 October to 22 October voters in the Township of
Rideau Lakes will go to the polls to select the Mayor and Council to serve the
Township for the next four years -- or, more accurately stated, during the "voting
period" the polls will come to the voters! For this election voting will be done by
telephone or on the internet, providing ample opportunity for all eligible voters,
including seasonal residents who may live elsewhere, to cast their vote. It is important
to note that you may vote in multiple municipalities provided you meet the eligibility criteria. In fact, the
opportunity to participate in the election is very broad; a person may vote if he or she





Is a Canadian citizen, AND
Is at least 18 years old, AND
Resides in the Township of Rideau Lakes, or is the owner or tenant of land in the Township of Rideau Lakes, or
the spouse of such a person, AND
Is not prohibited from voting under any law

There are further inclusions relating to non-resident and student voters . Full information about the election,
voting procedures, voter eligibility and other important details can be found on the Township website:
www.twprideaulakes.on.ca. Take a moment to check it out. Above all else though, plan to participate in next
fall’s election; it represents an important opportunity to shape our next council and to influence decisions which
will have direct impact on all of us.

All Candidates Meeting Upper Rideau Lake
The Upper rideau Lake Association has created a web page and is hosting an All
Candidates Meeting on October 6 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm at the North Crosby
Community Centre (875 – 8th Concession Rd) to hear each candidate - running for Mayor
(Arie Hoogenboom and Rob Dunfield) and the two Councillor positions in Ward 4, North Crosby-Newboro
Ward (Bob Lavoie, Ron Pollard, Keitha Burtch and Wendy Talbot) answers to our six questions. Help decide
who best represents the interests of residents of the Upper Rideau Lake community. This year you can vote
online or by phone so if you are a seasonal resident you will find it easy to help elect a representative who

shares your priorities. Click HERE to see who can vote, if you are on the voting list, how to get on the list and
how to vote on line or by phone
Voter Information Letters were mailed out this week. They contain a PIN number that is required to vote. If you
received one, keep it somewhere safe (you will need it to vote in October). If you have not received a letter or
there is an error on your letter, please contact the Township office 800-928-2250 ext 293.
A website developed to provide a context for the meeting contains a wealth of information about the election
itself and the candidates running in our ward. It provides easy access to links which enable you to check to
make sure you are on the voters list and other info to facilitate your participation in the election on 22 October (
advance polling begins on 15 October)
An important reminder: many cottagers/seasonal residents are not aware they can vote both in their
home municipality and in another municipality where they have a property– provided they meet the
eligibility criteria. Because voting will be done by phone or online it will be easy to participate even if you
are at your permanent residence away from the lake.
Plan to attend the All Candidates Meeting. A similar event sponsored by URLA prior to the last election proved
to be very popular and helpful in learning where candidates stood on issues important to our members.
.

Get a defibrillator for your road
Cardiac Arrest can occur anywhere, anytime to anyone. The reality is without a
Defibrillator available at your home or cottage the chance of surviving sudden cardiac
arrest is almost zero. Protect your family - AEDs (Automated External Defibrillators)
are now affordable, safe and easy to use. Here is how. In our recent survey there were
many people interested in having a defibrillator located on their road. Check with your
Road rep to discuss this for your road.

Why Plant Trees?
• Stabilized slopes, erosion control
• Practical "hands-on" way to reduce greenhouse gasses (CO2) and produce oxygen
(O2)
• Enhanced wildlife habitat
• Visual and noise barriers
• Soil and water conservation
• Valuable winter windbreaks for people, livestock and wildlife
• Reduced heating and cooling costs — less wind, more shade
• Increased biodiversity
• Wood products: lumber, saw logs, firewood, nuts, fruit, maple syrup
• Recreational areas
• Increased crop yields (windbreaks/shelterbelts)
• Increased property values
• Economically viable land use for abandoned or unused fields

• Tax incentive programs
• Aesthetic beauty and distinctive character
" Given our limited earth...and abundance of rock, the little seedlings we received each spring , over the past 4
years , from the URLA, turned out to be the right size for our landscape. The choice of trees , being indigenous
to the area, also served to better their chances of survival.
The next 5 years should see a dramatic change to our property as these 50 odd specimens grow to viewing
height. ”
Camille & Daniel Madryga
Free trees are available through the URLA’s Tree Planting Program. A variety of trees and shrubs are available
free of charge to all property owners around the lake. Choose from the these plants that prefer either moist or
dry conditions and you will form a natural filtering mechanism that can contribute to better water quality.

Public relations
The URLA is changing it’s communications. We started by digitizing all of our
printed information and posting it on an updated website. Next we searched the web
for information of interest to the Upper Rideau Lake community and posted short
descriptions and links to the original data.
We noticed that we were doing a lot of things of benefit to the community but we were
not telling people about it so we started a blog, a Facebook page, a Twitter account and with Jayne McDonald’s
help started posting to the URLA Facebook group to keep you informed. Did you know that if you took
advantage of all of the benefits available to you as a member of the URLA you might save thousands of dollars.
Also your membership supports our activities to improve our water quality and our shorelines.
We are now sending the news letter by email four times a year and we are emailing brief updates on off months
in the summer in addition to regular postings to our Facebook group.
We recently did a survey to find out what you would like to see happen around our lake. Thank you to over 100
people who completed it. You can see a summary of the results later in this news letter. Almost everyone wants
to be proactive regarding water quality and to keep our members up to date. We will continue to prioritize this.
By becoming a member you give us the resources in fees and in numbers to lobby on our behalf. If you have not
renewed your membership please do it on line here now.

Survey results

Click here for all Q4 answers

Walleye
Joff Cote from the Ministry of Natural Resources answers our questions about walleye
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry has determined that there is very
little, if any, Walleye (Pickerel) population recruitment occurring (i.e. no longer
producing any new generations of fish) in Upper Rideau Lake. The main reason for this is probably due to
competition/predation from large populations of bass, Yellow Perch and panfish (sunfish, Black Crappie, Rock
Bass) which are eating the young Walleye before they have a chance to become adult. There are two options
being proposed for this problem. One is to do nothing and allow the lake to remain a bass, Yellow Perch,
panfish and Northern Pike fishery. The other is to try to rehabilitate the lake’s Walleye fishery as this species is
what most sport fisherman want to catch. This would be accomplished by encouraging more recreational
harvest of these competing fish species, as well as allowing the commercial fisherman to remove a proportion of
the bass, and an increased proportion of the Yellow Perch and panfish from the lake over a number of years.
The MNRF would then then stock the lake with Walleye fingerlings in the hope that they will be able to survive
and grow to adulthood with their competitors/predators reduced.
1. Has this second option ever been done in a lake in the past? What was the outcome?Not to my knowledge and
definitely not locally. Commercial Fisheries are not too common in relatively small inland lakes (as opposed
to the Great Lakes). Similar fish removal attempts have definitely been attempted, with somewhat limited
results being reported. But these attempts were not sustained, mostly lead directly by the resource
management agencies themselves, as opposed to a commercial fisher who’s already out fishing on a regular
and sustained basis.

2. How much fish will the commercial fisherman be taking out of our lake (eg how many nets will be out and for
how long)? How long will it take him in days/weeks of netting per year for how many years?His existing annual
quotas are the following (in Round Weights – i.e. whole fish): Rock Bass 820 lbs; Black Crappie 613 lbs; Sunfish
(Pumpkinseed & Bluegill) 4000 lbs; and Yellow Perch 1500 lbs. These would be increased significantly for the
first three years, the Yellow Perch would then be returned to the original quota, as the species being
Walleye’s main forage base, but we would then review all the quotas. A temporary quota on bass would also
need to be created and reviewed after a couple of years. The commercial fisher would be asked to net during
the summer, which is currently a closed season from June 21 to Labour Day. He would usually set up to 20
hoop nets at a time but could technically set a lot more. However, in the spring, his main fishing efforts would
be with a long seine net in shallow water. As far as how many days/weeks of netting per year, there would
likely be an expectation that he’d be out there on a regular basis through the 3 open water seasons, for the
first three years, then we would re-evaluate based on his catch rates and some of our own monitoring
efforts. But I suspect that after three years, we may ask him to revert back to his regular commercial fishing
season, but probably still with somewhat increased quotas.

3. How long will it take for the fingerling Walleye to grow big enough to become "keepers" for a fisherman?We will
likely want to protect (i.e. Moratorium on Walleye fishing in the lake) the first generation of Walleye, which
will reach maturity at age 5 (for females), so if we manage for a self-sustaining, naturally-reproducing
population (if we can get the particular stock we need from our hatchery), you’d be looking at ~ 8 years
before fish could legally be harvested with the slot size limit of 40 – 50 cm. If we end up managing the lake’s
Walleye population as a Put-Grow-Take (continuously stocked) fishery, should we not be able to get the
above-mentioned stock we need, then the fish could potentially be legally harvested after 3-4 years, if we
forego the Moratorium in this case, but I’m not sure if we would, so you’d likely be looking at the same ~ 8
year timeframe. But regardless of the final rehabilitation option selected, we would still need to deal with the
predator/competitor fish species…otherwise, we’d only be feeding the latter with young stocked Walleye!

4. Will our lake essentially be not a good lake for fishing for the sum of years from question 2 and 3?No, it will still
be a good lake for fishing given the fish population levels, which are clearly not heavily targeted for harvest by
recreational anglers. But we will still strongly encourage the recreational harvest of the predator/competitor
species…and by the time these latter species are starting to be kept in check with declining numbers, the
Walleye should start increasing in size and will be captured (although not be allowed to be harvested).

The Rideau Canal Management Plan
Completion of the Management Plan for the Rideau Canal National Historic Site has been postponed once
again. The last approved plan for the canal was completed in 2005. An update was originally scheduled to be
undertaken within ten years and although consultations have taken place from time to time in the last few years,
completion and tabling of the final plan has now been pushed back to 2020. Parks Canada has indicated that
consultations will be scheduled in 2019 when the public will have an opportunity to review and comment on a
draft version of the plan. Times and places for sessions should be posted on the Parks Canada Rideau Canal
website: www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/on/rideau/info/plan. Watch for updates in future issues of the URLA
newsletter.

The Navigation Buoy Program
It is that time of the year: at the close of navigation on the Rideau Canal,
Thanksgiving weekend, the URLA navigation buoys will be removed from the shoals
on the Brothers, Round Island and in McNally Bay. Once again PeterNewgard with
his sons-in-law Paul Byrne and Marc Robichaud have managed the buoys in McNally
Bay. This year over the course of the summer they replaced the worn chain on all but one of the buoys in the
Bay, wisely taking advantage of the warm water at that time of the year. At the other end of the lake Dennis
Duncan has joined Don Rasmussen and George Ingram on the crew.
This fall we have ordered two new buoys from Go Deep, a Canadian supplier in New Brunswick. The purchase,
enabled by funding received from the Rideau Lakes Environmental Foundation (many thanks to URLA
members who have donated to the Foundation) will allow us to replace buoys currently in service and provide
potential for expansion if needed.
Thanks go out to our buoy monitors – Terry and Kim Forstad, Wendy and Ron Stewart and Joan and Dennis
Duncan - who keep an eye on the buoys to let us know if there is a problem.

"Did you know that with the help of Rideau Lakes Environmental Foundation,
RLEF, the Upper Rideau Lake will benefit from two new hazard markers?" To
make a donation please follow the link
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/rideau-lakes-environmental-foundation/
All donations are tax deductible

Thank you!
We would like to once again thank the following businesses
-The Cove- for providing a great spot for our meetings complete with coffee!
-GDH Limited for generously printing our newsletter.
We would also like to thank our many volunteers, our Road Reps, Water Samplers and AGM helpers
Special thanks also to Don Rasmussen, George Ingram, Peter Newgard and Paul Byrne for once again
installation and maintenance of our navigation buoys

Join or renew now. You do not need to be a lakefront property owner. Membership is open to everyone who
cares about our lake. Join or renew your URLA membership online: Click here.

You may also join by mailing in your information and your cheque URLA_MEMBERSHIP_FORM at the
bottom

Benefits of Membership You can help keep our lake beautiful and save money on exclusive member benefits

Check out our website. We have a new web page with lot of information about our
lake, activities around the lake and the latest news in our area. Visit us at urla.ca and visit our Facebook group.

We have new emails for members of the URLA board click here for board members email addresses or contact
us below.

Upper Rideau Lake Association
Upper Rideau Lake Association, Box 67, Westport, ON, K0G1X0
Web: www.urla.ca Email: membership@urla.ca

Membership Form
To join or renew your membership,
Please mail your cheque for $40.00 to Upper Rideau Lake Association along with your
contact information to the above address
OR on line at:
https://foca.on.ca/product/upper_rideau_lake_association/
Date___________
Contact Information: (This information is used solely for the purposes of URLA records
and communications and will not be shared with any other party.)
Name: __________________________________________
Email Address:___________________________________
Mailing address: ___________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Lake address: ___________________________________
________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Primary residence telephone number: ____________________
Lake address phone number: ___________________________

